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Appropriate Use of Mobile Phones (and related technology) Policy 
 

Policy 
This document outlines the appropriate use of mobile phones and related technology for 
students, parents and community members whilst on our school site. On Thursday 13 
December 2018, the NSW government announced that in response to the 
recommendations made by a review team the use of mobile devices during school hours 
will be restricted in NSW public primary schools. 
 
Rationale 
The staff of Roseville Public School recognise that in today’s modern world, many students 
and their families own and regularly use mobile phones and related technology. We also 
recognise that some parents/carers may desire or need their child to have a mobile phone 
before or after school for various reasons. 
Our school’s core business of teaching and learning needs to be conducted in an 
environment free from unnecessary distractions or disruptions. This document outlines the 
appropriate use of mobile phones and related technology for students and 
parents/community members during school hours. 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that: 

• Mobile phones and related technology use does not disrupt the teaching and 

learning environment for any student or teacher; 

• Potential risks to student safety and well-being posed by inappropriate use of 

mobile phones and related technology can be identified and addressed; 

• Students and parents/community members have a clear understanding of school 

guidelines and personal responsibilities related to the appropriate use of mobile 

phones and related technology; and 

• Students and parents/carers are aware of the appropriate channels for 

communication during the school day. 

Responsibility 

• Roseville Public School discourages students from bring mobile phones to 

school. However, where parents feel it is necessary for their child to have a phone 

in their possession at school, it is the responsibility of the student to abide by the 

appropriate use guidelines as outlined in this document. 

• The decision to provide a mobile phone to their child should be made by parents or 

carers. They should be aware that their child is bringing a mobile phone to school. 

• It is the responsibility of students and parents to comply with the guidelines outlined 

in this document and NSW Department of Education (DoE) policy. 

• The school accepts no responsibility for lost, stolen or damaged mobile 

phones. This relates to phones at school or whilst travelling to or from 

school. 
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Related guidelines for Mobile Phones 

• Mobile phones should be switched off as soon as students enter the school 

grounds. Phones must be turned off throughout the school day and must 

remain within school bags at all times. At the completion of the school day, 

students are permitted to use their mobile phone once they have left the school 

grounds. 

• If students need to contact their parents during the day, the school’s policy is that 

they do so through the school office. 

• Mobile phones (and related technology including Smart Watches) are not permitted 

on school camps. All communication should be made via attending staff. Staff will 

be responsible for taking and distributing photographs whilst on camp. 

• Parents/carers are reminded that in cases of emergency, or for any other 

communication that is necessary throughout the school day (such as changes to 

pick up routine) the school office remains the appropriate point of contact. 

Sanctions 
In line with our Student Welfare Policy, for students who fail to follow these guidelines, the 
following sanctions may be applied: 

• Temporary confiscation of the mobile phone (handed back to the student at the end 

of the school day or parent contacted to collect the phone.) 

• Communication with parents/carers regarding mobile phone use at school. 

• A student’s permission to bring a mobile phone to school being revoked. 

Related Technology 

• Smart Watches are often very useful for families after hours and are often 

used as a replacement for a mobile phone. Hence, they can be brought to 

school. However, during school hours they must remain within school bags 

or stored in the office. 

• All other gaming and music related devices are not permitted. 

• The school accepts no responsibility for the security of these items and reserves the 

right to determine if a device is appropriate or not. 

• We define a Smart Watch as any device that has the capacity to connect to the 

internet or to be used for communication. 

Exemptions 

• Exemptions of this policy can only be approved by the Principal. Applications for 

exemption should only be requested due to exceptional circumstances and applied 

for through the school office to the Principal of Roseville Public School. 

Implementation of this Policy 

• This policy will be distributed to all parents/carers of Roseville Public School. 

• Teachers will discuss this policy with students to ensure they have a clear 

understanding of the guidelines and procedures. 

Ratification and Review 

• This policy was last reviewed and ratified by the Roseville Public School executive 

staff in March 2023.  

• It was forwarded to community at the same time. 

• It will be reviewed again when deemed necessary by the school Principal. 
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